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Vision
Empowering farmers and unleashing the 

potential of India's food and agriculture sector 
through policies, trade and partnerships 

towards achieving global food and nutrition 
security and environmental sustainability



Indian Council of Food and Agriculture is working as the apex policy think tank, trade facilitation body and national resource 

center for food and agriculture sector in India and serving as global platform for partnerships. With the increasing 

globalization, there are newer challenges emerging, which need to be pro-actively addressed for India’s food and agriculture 

sector to grow, engage and compete globally and contribute towards global food and nutritional security. ICFA through its 

outreach policy, business agenda and global partnerships is creating opportunities for growth, value addition and trade to help 

improve the income of farmers. The Council through its sector focused Working Groups, State and District Councils, National 

Councils and country specific Joint Business Councils, seeks to represent the interests of all the stakeholders at the national level 

on one hand and position India's food and agriculture sector globally on the other hand. 

Besides the trade and industry, ICFA focuses equally on farmers and agri-entrepreneurs towards helping them connect with the 

market opportunities, while addressing their policy, technology, trade, marketing, financing and partnership related needs. 

One of the major issues facing Indian food and agriculture sector is the issue of food safety, traceability and certification of GAP 

and quality standards of food, impacting Indian exports and trade, and consumer safety. ICFA has launched India Healthy Food 

Initiative and taken up agriculture stewardship and national GAP certification program, focusing especially on the agriculture 

produce meant for nutrition and health sectors, retail and processing purpose and for exports. ICFA is also promoting 

investments, entrepreneurships and technologies in farm sector by forging global partnerships with relevant institutions and by 

taking up stewardship projects, training and facilitating farmer producer organizations and agri start-up ventures to accelerate 

growth in farmers’ incomes, productivity and agribusinesses. 

With rapidly expanding opportunities in Indian food and agriculture sector and its growth story in the last one decade, there is 

increased interest among the major countries of the World to engage with India and explore opportunities for investments, trade 

and cooperation. There has been long felt need for a dedicated body to facilitate such engagements through Joint Business 

Councils with various countries while promoting agri-produce of Indian States and guiding them on investments, marketing 

and policy issues. India also needs institutional mechanism at the States and district levels, wherein various stakeholders could 

meet and deliberate upon issues and agenda to unleash the potential of agriculture. ICFA promises to provide that mechanism 

through services platforms, and state and district councils.

Dr MJ Khan

Chairman’s Message



Policy Studies and 
Advisory Research

Global Platform for 
Dialogue and Partnerships

Trade Facilitation and 
Global Market Access

  Technology and 
Agri Startups Facilitation

National Knowledge 
Resource Centre

Farmer Market Linkages
and Agribusiness Services

Work Areas



Ÿ To be the apex body at the national level, acting as think tank, policy research 
and advocacy centre, trade facilitation body, development enterprise and 
national resource centre for food and agriculture sector; and to give voice to 
various stakeholders; farmers, agri professionals, trade, industry, research and 
development sectors.

 
Ÿ To act as the monitoring centre and watch-dog for the national and 

international developments in food and agriculture sector, and to positively 
influence policies, trade negotiations and development cooperation towards 
protecting interests of farmers and the industry alike as also to promote the 
opportunities for small farmers and agri business ventures in this sector.

 
Ÿ To be the global platform for partnerships in food and agriculture to promote 

trade, investments and technologies and startup ventures in farm sector; and 
promote programs of GAP, food safety, environmental sustainability and 
agricultural stewardships towards promoting eco-agriculture and 
accelerating the growth of agribusinesses and food trade.

Ÿ To create awareness and understanding on major issues in food and 
agriculture sector and promote cooperation among the major stake-holders by 
organizing business meets, technical consultations, conferences and trade 
platforms; and promote innovations and adoption of successful farming and 
agribusiness models on larger scale and facilitate visits of trade and official 
delegations between India and other countries.

 
Ÿ To be the national platform for agri services and farmers empowement, and to 

entrepreneurship programs and agro-food ventures; and forging linkages with 
the industry, institutions and development bodies to promote commodity 
specific professional groups; and to act as apex facilitation body to further the 
cause of farmers and key stake-holders involved in food, agriculture and 
agribusinesses.

Objectives
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ICFA Corporate Executive Members

Indian Council of Food and Agriculture is apex body in India, working on business, policy and 
development agenda and serving as global platform for trade facilitation, partnerships, technology and 
agribusiness services. A proactive approach helps ICFA in discerning critical challenges emerging in 
Indian agriculture along with creating opportunities for development, value addition and international 
trade to accelerate growth in food and agriculture sector globally. With its 27 industry Working Groups 
and sector specific Business Councils, ICFA represents the interests of key stakeholders at the national 
level and through its international platforms and partnerships, ICFA facilitates India's global engagement 
in food and agriculture sector.

ICFA Members

ICFA Partners



ICFA Knowledge Reports

Glimpses of Events

ICFA Event Reports

Hon'ble Union Minister Mr. Ananth Kumar inaugurating 9th Global Agriculture
Summit 2016 in New Delhi. He is joined by Member, 

NITI Ayog, Dr. Ramesh Chand, Secretary DST and SG, AARDO

ICFA hosting an interaction with the World Food Prize laureates - 2016: 
Dr. Howarth Bouis, Dr Maria Andrade, Dr Robert Mwange and Dr Jan Low with 

the chairman, Dr. MJ Khan at Des Moines, USA

ICFA Launched India Africa Joint Business Council in New Delhi 
to accelerate cooperation in food and agriculture, while hosting a 

27 member African Union delegation

Hon'ble Minister of Commerce and Industry, Mrs. Nirmala Sitharaman j
oining interaction with ICFA Board Members in 

New Delhi on devising strategy to double agrofood exports 
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Mr. Rajnath Singh
H o n ' b l e  H o m e  M i n i s t e r , 
Government of India 
I am happy to launch Indian 
Council of Food and Agriculture. 
India needed for long a body like 
this and I am sure ICFA will 

effectively represent the interests of 
various stake-holders to help Indian agriculture. 
Farmers need voice and I urge ICFA to work towards 
empowering farmers.

Dr.Raman Singh
H o n ' b l e  C h i e f  M i n i s t e r , 
Government of Chhathisgarh
Problems of India agriculture are 
largely known to us but innovative 
solution are required to address 
the lot of farmers. ICFA can work on 

m a j o r  i s s u e s  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e 
Governments by mobilizing national and global 
expertise, investments and technologies in agriculture.

H.E. Prof. Kaptan Singh Solanki
Hon'ble Governor of Haryana 
Our first Prime Minister Pt. 
Jawaharlal Nehru had given a call 
of Jai Jawan and Jai Kisan (long 
live soldiers and long live farmers). 
The time has come to care for 

farmers. Prime Minister, Mr. Modi 
has announced renaming the agriculture ministry as the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare. We hope, 
ICFA will be able to work with the Government on the 
agenda of farmers' welfare.

Prof. MS Swaminathan, 
P i o n e e r  o f  I n d i a 's  G r e e n 
Revolution 
Indian agriculture has come a long 
way from the days of “ship to 
mouth” in fifties and early sixties to 
now a  s i tua t ion  o f  su rp lus 

production in major grains, post Green 
Revolution. The time has come for Indian food and 
agriculture to go global. Indian Council of Food and 
Agriculture is uniquely placed to facilitate trade, 
partnerships and global cooperation in food and 
agriculture.

Mr. M Venkaiah Naidu
H o n' b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  U r b a n 
Development, Government of 
India 
I am glad to see that Indian Council 
of Food and Agriculture is being 
launched today. India's farm sector 

is looking for policy support. Our 
Government is fully committed to strengthen 
agriculture to help improve social and economic 
condition of farmers. ICFA can play a great role in 
creating understanding and consensus on major issues 
concerning farmers and Indian agriculture.

Mr. Suresh Prabhu
Hon’ble Minister of Railways, 
Government of India 
We realized the need for creating 
a n  a p e x  b o d y  i n  f o o d  a n d 
agriculture to work on trade and 
policy issues and represent the 

interests of various stake-holders at 
the national and global level and thus started 
consultations way back in 2003. I am sure ICFA will 
deliver for Indian farmers and for global food trade and 
agriculture.

Dr. Shenggan Fan
Director General, International 
Food Policy Research Institute, 
Washington DC 

“The new think tank for Indian 
agriculture, ICFA can exhort 

agriculture Industry to look ahead 
of the curve, unleashing the potential of India's food and 
agriculture sector. ICFA can represent the interests of 
all the stakeholders at the national level on one hand 
and position India's food and agriculture sector globally 
on the other hand.

Mr.N. Chandrababu Naidu 
Hon'ble Chief Minister, 
Government of Andhra Pradesh
I n d i a n  a g r i c u l t u re  h a s  g o t 
tremendous potential but it needs 
transition to become more market 
oriented for farmers to get best 

returns. I see great role for ICFA in 
connecting farmers with the markets nationally and 
globally by promoting trade and agribusinesses.

Amb. Islam Siddiqui 
Senior  Advisor,  Centre  for 
Strategic and International 
Studies, Washington DC 
I C FA  s h a l l  w o r k  t o w a r d s 
highlighting the challenges faced 
by trade and agribusinesses in an 

environment which is becoming 
increasingly risk-prone and unpredictable. The Council 
shall focus on policy issues related to environmentally, 
socially and economically sustainable ways of building 
resilience and empowering resource poor farmers on 
one hand and facilitating global trade and marketing by 
promoting entire value chain - from “farm to plate”.

Mr. Prakash Javadekar 
Hon'ble Minister  of  Human 
Resource Development
The issue of climate change and 
its impact on agriculture are a 
major concern to food security 
globally. In India the issues of GMO, 

bio-diversity and environmental 
sustainability need thorough debating and a consensus 
need to evolve. I see important role for ICFA in creating 
awareness and facilitating consensus on important 
issues concerning India and the world.

H . E .  M r.  A l p h o n s u s 
Stoelinga
Ambassador of Netherlands to 
India 
India and Netherlands have got 
strong scope for cooperation and 
partnerships in food, agriculture 

and dairy sectors. ICFA can play critical 
role in bringing agro food industry and entrepreneurs of 
the two countries closer and facilitate greater 
cooperation.

Mr. Ajay Shriram
Chairman, DCM Shriram Group 
a n d  f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t , 
Confederation of Indian Industry 
The new body, Indian Council of 
F o o d  a n d  A g r i c u l t u r e  i s  a 
wonderful concept, which can work 

on food policy issues, agribusiness 
growth, creation of value chain especially in developing 
countries. ICFA can also work on developmental 
programs by forging national and global partnerships 
and thus play its role in global food and nutrition 
security and in creating opportunities for resource poor 
rural population.

Mrs. Harsimrat Badal Kaur
H o n ' b l e  M i n i s t e r  o f  F o o d 
P r o c e s s i n g  I n d u s t r i e s , 
Government of India 
India is leading producer of milk, 
horticulture and a number of 
agricultural items but as we know 

the processing and value added 
activities are low and producers market connect is the 
major challenge, resulting into low returns from 
farming. ICFA can play a critical role in connecting the 
farmers with the market and accelerate the growth of 
agribusinesses.

Mr. Ratan N Tata 
Chairman, Tata Group 
I am happy to know about the 
launch of Indian Council of Food 
and Agriculture with its mandate 
of serving as the global platform 
f o r  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t o w a r d s 

unleashing the potential of food and 
agriculture. ICFA can do great service to the farmers and 
global food and agro industry

Siraj A Chaudhry
Chairman, Cargill India Limited 
“The food processing sector is of 
enormous significance for India's 
development as it provides an 
important link between agriculture 
and manufacturing. The food 

processing sector will help ensure 
better remuneration and market access for farmers and 
also reduce high level of wastages. ICFAI will help 
develop food processing industry which will ensure 
value addition and generate additional employment 
opportunities thus leading to better socio economic 
condition of our society.”

Mr. OP Dhankad
Hon'ble Agriculture Minister, 
Government of Haryana 
India has got everything that a 
robust agriculture needs, but we 
are still lagging much behind the 
global average in yields and in 

exports. We need best of global 
technologies, need investments in agriculture and 
above all we need to position Indian food and 
agriculture globally. I am looking up to Indian Council of 
Food and Agriculture to play that role and facilitate the 
Government of Haryana in finding solutions to the 
problems we are facing.

Anand Mahindra
Chairman and MD Mahinda Group
ICFA is doing tremendous work 
towards promoting agriculture 
agenda and empowering farmers. 
ICFA should work jointly with the 
industry towards highlighting the 

challenges faced by farmers and 
preparing them for climate smart agriculture. The 
council should also work on promoting investments, 
technologies and entrepreneurship in agriculture 
sector.

H.E. Mr. S Freddy 
Ambassador of Denmark to India
I am truly impressed by the 
entrepreneurial zeal in Young India 
and its achievements in ICT and 
other areas. Indian agriculture has 
also come a long way from the 

deficit days to surplus situation. 
However the qualitative improvement in production and 
food safety and standards can help the country greatly 
access the global market potential and thus help 
farmers substantially improve their income levels. ICFA 
can play an important role.

Leaders Speak about ICFA



Mission
Acting as the think tank, national resource center 
and global platform for partnerships among the 

stake-holders in food and agriculture sector towards 
creating opportunities for trade, technologies, 

investments and entrepreneurships in agriculture 
and food value chain towards empowering farmers 
and enhancing the centrality of farm sector in policy 

making and economic ecosystem.
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